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ACTION AGRE-00 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 EUR-12 ISO-OO EB-08 COME-OO TRSE-00 
OES-06 AF-08 L-03 PRS-01 /049 W 

221837 001495/43 

R 221722Z FEB 77 

FM AMEMBASSY SANTO DOMINGO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9748 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 

UNCLAS SANTO DOMINGO 825 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, ETRD, DR 

SUBJ: DOMINICANS REQUESTING ASSISTANCE IN AVOIDING SPREAD OF 
COFFEE DISEASE THROUGH USED BAGS IMPORTED FROM US 

1 . DR JOSE ANTONIO MARTINEZ.FIRST VICE PRESIDENT OF DOMINICAN 
EXPORTERS ASSOCIATION AND A PROMINENT COFFEE GROWER, HAS ASKED 
EMBOFFS WHAT ASSISTANCE USG MIGHT RENDER IN KEEPING USED 

BAGS BEARING A COFFEE DISEASE FROM BEING RE-EXPORTED TO THE 
DR FROM THE US. LAST WEEK THERE WERE ALSO 10 OR 12 DOMINICAN 
NEWS ARTICLES, INCLUDING AN EDITORIAL IN EL CARIBE, ON THE 
SAME SUBJECT. ACCORDING TO MARTINEZ, COFFEE IMPORTED FROM 
AFRICAN COUNTRIES SUCH AS UGANDA AND BURUNDI ARRIVES IN THE US 
IN HENNEQUIN (SISAL) BAGS WHICH HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY BEEN TURNING 
UP IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC FOR LOCAL USE IN BAGGING EITHER 
COFFEE OR FRUITS AND VEGETABLES. IT IS CLAIMED THAT SOME OF 
THE BAGS CONTAIN SPORES OF A SERIOUS COFFEE TREE DISEASE WHOSE 
SCIENTIFIC NAME IS HEMILEA VASTRATIX RPT HEMILEA VASTRATIX. 

THE DISEASE IS APPRANTELY A RUINOUS FUNGUS WHOSE SPORES REMAIN 
ALIVE FOR LONG PERIODS OF TIME. 

2. AS PART OF LAST WEEK'S CAMPAIGN EL CARIBE PUBLISHED A 
PHOTOGRAPH OF A COFFEE BAG ON WHICH HAD BEEN STENCILED UGANDA, 
ROBUSTA, NEW YORK. 
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3. WHEN EMBOFFS INQUIRED WHETHER GODR COULD NOT RPT NOT TAKE 
PROPER ACTION TO KEEP THE USED BAGS OUT OF THE COUNTRY, 

MARTINEZ REPLIED THAT THIS WAS POSSIBLE IN THEORY BUT 
PROBABLY WOULD NOT RPT NOT HAPPEN IN REALITY. HE SAID 
DOMINICAN CONSULS IN THE US RECEIVED INCOME FROM PROCESSING 
CONSULAR INVOICES, AND THAT THEY WERE PART-TIME 
EMPLOYEES WHO COULD NOT RPT NOT BE RELIED UPON TO CATCH 
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PROHIBITED ITEMS. HE ALSO PROFESSED TO HAVE LITTLE 
FAITH IN DOMINICAN CUSTOMS. 

4. EMBOFFS AGREED TO ASK WASHINGTON ABOUT SITUATION. 

PLEASE ADVISE. 

HURWITCH 
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